MODALS
Modals of Obligation & Advice
Homework: practice with must, have to, mustn't, don't have to, should, ought to, had better, and it's time.
Name: __________________________	Date: ____________________
SECTION A: OBLIGATION
Exercise 1: Must or Have To?
Complete each sentence with must or the correct form of have to.
1.  Passengers ______ (must / have to) show a valid ticket before boarding the plane.
2.  I really ______ (must / have to) call my mother back - I promised her yesterday.
3.  In the UK, drivers ______ (must / have to) drive on the left side of the road.
4.  You ______ (must / have to) try this cake - it's absolutely delicious!
5.  Last year, employees ______ (must / had to) wear a uniform, but the rule has changed now.
6.  Doctors ______ (must / have to) study for many years before they can practise.
7.  I ______ (must / have to) admit, your idea is actually very good.
8.  She ______ (must / has to) finish the report by Friday - it's a company deadline.
Exercise 2: Mustn't or Don't Have To?
This is one of the trickiest pairs in English. Complete each sentence with mustn't or the correct form of don't have to.
1.  You ______ (mustn't / don't have to) touch the paintings in the museum - it's strictly forbidden.
2.  You ______ (mustn't / don't have to) come to the meeting if you're busy - it's completely optional.
3.  Students ______ (mustn't / don't have to) use their phones during the exam.
4.  You ______ (mustn't / don't have to) bring anything to the party - we already have plenty of food.
5.  Visitors ______ (mustn't / don't have to) feed the animals at the zoo.
6.  We ______ (mustn't / don't have to) rush - we still have plenty of time before the train.
7.  You ______ (mustn't / don't have to) tell anyone what I just said - it's a secret.
8.  He ______ (mustn't / doesn't have to) pay for parking on Sundays - it's free.
9.  Employees ______ (mustn't / don't have to) smoke inside the office building.
10.  You ______ (mustn't / don't have to) worry about the cost - the company is paying for everything.
Exercise 3: Correct the Mistake
Each sentence contains one mistake with must, have to, mustn't, don't have to, or had better. Find it and rewrite the sentence correctly.
1.  My brother must wearing a suit for his new job.
2.  You mustn't come to the party if you don't want to, it's completely fine.
3.  She don't have to finish the assignment until next week.
4.  We must go to the dentist yesterday because of the toothache.
5.  My school must wear a uniform, so I do too.
6.  He has better call the doctor before it gets worse.
7.  It's time we go home now, we already stayed too long.
8.  You haven't to worry about the exam, it's not until next month.
SECTION B: ADVICE
Exercise 4: Giving Advice
Complete each sentence with should, shouldn't, or ought to.
1.  You look exhausted. You ______ (should / ought to) get some sleep tonight.
2.  He's been coughing all week. He ______ (should / ought to) see a doctor.
3.  You ______ (shouldn't) eat so much sugar - it's not good for you.
4.  In a formal letter, you ______ (ought to) address the reader politely.
5.  We ______ (should) recycle more to help the environment.
6.  You ______ (shouldn't) leave your valuables in the car.
7.  Employees ______ (ought to) arrive on time for meetings.
8.  I think you ______ (should) apologise to her - it was your mistake.
Exercise 5: Rewrite with Had Better or It's Time
Rewrite each sentence using the word(s) in brackets. Keep a similar meaning.
1.  Finish your homework now, or you'll be in trouble. (Rewrite using had better)
2.  You are late for the meeting that started ten minutes ago. (Rewrite using it's time)
3.  Leave immediately, or you'll miss your flight. (Rewrite using had better)
4.  You have been sitting at the computer for six hours - you need a break now. (Rewrite using it's time)
5.  Call the plumber now, or the leak will get much worse. (Rewrite using had better)
6.  The children are still playing outside, but it's almost bedtime. (Rewrite using it's time)
7.  Take an umbrella, or you'll get soaked in the rain. (Rewrite using had better)
8.  The company has needed a new website for a long time. (Rewrite using it's time)
Exercise 6: Choose the Right Modal
For each situation, choose the option (a, b, or c) that best fits how strong the advice should be.
1.  Your little brother is about to touch a hot stove. a) You should be careful with hot things. b) You ought to be more careful in the kitchen. c) You'd better not touch that - you'll burn yourself!
2.  A friend has a mild cold. a) You'd better go to hospital immediately. b) You should get some rest and drink plenty of fluids. c) You'd better cancel all your plans this month.
3.  Your friend's exam starts in five minutes and they're still eating breakfast. a) You should hurry. b) You ought to finish your breakfast first. c) You'd better leave right now, or you'll be late for the exam!
4.  General healthy-living advice for a friend. a) You should drink more water every day. b) You'd better drink more water, or something terrible will happen. c) You ought to never drink water again.
5.  Advice about writing a formal letter. a) You'd better write formally. b) You ought to address the reader politely in a formal letter. c) You should never write politely.
6.  The fire alarm is ringing in your building. a) You should walk slowly to the exit. b) You ought to finish your coffee first. c) You'd better leave the building immediately - that's the fire alarm!
REVIEW & VOCABULARY
Exercise 7: Mixed Review
Complete each sentence with the correct modal or form, using the words in brackets to help you.
1.  You ______ (must / have to) have a passport to travel abroad - it's a legal requirement.
2.  You ______ (don't have to) bring your own laptop - the office provides one for everyone.
3.  You ______ (mustn't) park here - this space is reserved for the manager.
4.  I think you ______ (should) call her and explain what happened.
5.  It's already past midnight. It's time you ______ (go) to sleep.
6.  Hurry up, we ______ (had better) leave now, or we'll miss the beginning of the film.
7.  As a nurse, she ______ (have to) work night shifts sometimes - it's part of the job.
8.  You ______ (ought to) thank him for his help - he saved you a lot of time.
Exercise 8: Vocabulary in Context
Word bank: obligation, requirement, prohibited, optional, recommend, consequence, urge, compulsory. Complete each sentence with the correct word from the box (change the form if needed).
1.  Wearing a uniform is a school ______.
2.  A university degree is a ______ for this job.
3.  Smoking is ______ inside the building.
4.  Homework is ______ this week.
5.  The doctor ______ more exercise.
6.  Missing the deadline has serious ______.
7.  I ______ you to see a dentist soon.
8.  Wearing a seatbelt is ______ in this country.
