MODALS
Modals of Ability, Possibility & Deduction
Homework: can/could/be able to, and may/might/could vs must/can't
Name: __________________________	Date: ____________________
SECTION A: ABILITY
Exercise 1: Fill in the Blank
Complete each sentence with can, can't, could, or couldn't.
1.  My little brother ___ already read when he was four.
2.  I'm sorry, I ___ come to your party tonight, I'm working late.
3.  She ___ speak Spanish, French, and a little Portuguese.
4.  We ___ hear the music from the street outside the club.
5.  When he was younger, my dad ___ not swim at all.
6.  ___ you drive a manual car, or only automatic?
7.  They ___ believe how expensive the tickets were.
8.  I ___ smell smoke, can you check the kitchen?
Exercise 2: Correct the Error
Each sentence contains one mistake with could or be able to. Rewrite it correctly.
1.  Yesterday, after two hours of trying, I could finally open the jar.
2.  She could pass her driving test on her very first attempt last year.
3.  Despite the storm, the pilots could land the plane safely that night.
4.  In the end, we could find a table at the restaurant even though it was full.
5.  He could win the chess tournament last month after months of practice.
6.  After the long queue, we could get the last two tickets for the show.
Exercise 3: Transform the Sentence
Rewrite each sentence using the correct form of be able to (it may need a different tense than the original verb).
1.  Multiple choice: Which sentence correctly uses be able to after another modal? a) You will can join us later. b) You will be able to join us later. c) You will able to join us later.
2.  Rewrite in the future: 'I can attend the meeting on Friday.' (use will be able to)
3.  Rewrite in the present perfect: 'He can walk again after the operation.' (use has been able to)
4.  Rewrite with a modal: 'It's possible that you can leave early if you finish your work.' (use might be able to)
5.  Rewrite in the past (single achievement): 'I can get a refund for the broken phone.' (use was able to)
6.  Rewrite in the negative future: 'She can come to the wedding.' (use won't be able to)
SECTION B: POSSIBILITY & DEDUCTION
Exercise 4: Multiple Choice
Choose the best modal for each situation and write the full sentence.
1.  The office lights are on and her coat is on the chair. She ___ still be here. (a) might (b) must (c) can't
2.  I have no idea where he is, he ___ be at the gym, or maybe still at work. (a) must (b) might (c) can't
3.  That ___ be the new manager, she doesn't start until next month. (a) must (b) might (c) can't
4.  There's a strong smell of coffee in the kitchen, someone ___ have just made some. (a) must (b) might (c) can't
5.  I'm not certain, but the shop ___ be closed already, it's quite late. (a) must (b) might (c) can't
6.  He answered every question perfectly, he ___ have studied very hard. (a) must (b) might (c) can't
Exercise 5: Fill in the Blank
Complete each sentence with must, might, could, or can't, based on the evidence given.
1.  The ground is completely dry, so it ___ have rained last night.
2.  I saw a light on in the house, so someone ___ be home, but I'm not completely sure.
3.  Her car is parked outside and I can hear music, she ___ be in.
4.  He never misses a class, so if he's absent today, he ___ be really unwell.
5.  That restaurant ___ be very good, it's always full of people.
6.  I'm not sure whose bag this is, it ___ belong to any of the students.
Exercise 6: Correct the Error
Each sentence confuses can't (deduction) with mustn't (obligation), or misuses may/might for ability. Rewrite it correctly.
1.  You mustn't be right about the exam date, I checked and it's next week, not this week.
2.  She may play the piano beautifully, she's been trained since she was five.
3.  That mustn't be true, I only spoke to him five minutes ago and he was at the office.
4.  He might lift over 100 kilograms, he's been training as a weightlifter for years.
5.  They mustn't have left already, their car is still in the driveway.
REVIEW
Exercise 7: Mixed Review
Choose the best answer, considering ability, possibility, and deduction together.
1.  Short answer: Explain the difference in meaning between 'She could finish the report' and 'She was able to finish the report'.
2.  Choose: After years of lessons, he finally ___ play a full concerto. (could / was able to)
3.  Choose: I don't know for sure, but this package ___ be the one I ordered last week. (must / might)
4.  Choose: The museum ___ be open on Mondays, the website clearly says it's closed. (can't / might)
5.  Correct the error: 'He mustn't be the thief because he was with us all evening.'
6.  Rewrite with be able to: 'Since starting therapy, she can manage her anxiety much better.'
7.  Choose: Look at those dark clouds, it ___ rain soon. (must / might)
8.  Short answer: Write one original sentence about your childhood using could, and one about a single achievement using was/were able to.
VOCABULARY
Exercise 8: Vocabulary in Context
Word bank: achievement, manage to, evidence, confident, uncertain, conclude, capable of, impossible. Complete each sentence below with the correct word from the box.
1.  Finishing the marathon was a real ___________ for her.
2.  They always ___________ arrive on time, even in heavy traffic.
3.  The wet umbrella is ___________ that it rained.
4.  I'm ___________ he passed the test.
5.  She's ___________ whether he'll come tonight.
6.  From the empty plate, I ___________ he already ate.
7.  She is ___________ solving very hard problems.
8.  It's ___________ for him to be at home, I just saw him at work.
