GRAMMAR ESSENTIALS - BLOCK 5
Perfect Gerunds After Prepositions
Homework - Grammar Essentials Series
Name: __________________________	Date: ____________________
PART A - SIMPLE GERUND AFTER PREPOSITIONS
Exercise 1 - Gerund After Preposition
1.  She's good at (solve / solving) crossword puzzles.
2.  He apologised for (be / being) late.
3.  They're thinking about (move / moving) to Dublin.
4.  I'm not used to (get up / getting up) this early.
5.  She left without (say / saying) goodbye.
6.  He's interested in (learn / learning) Spanish.
Exercise 2 - Simple Gerund: Complete the Sentence
1.  Despite ___ (feel) nervous, she gave a great speech.
2.  He succeeded without ___ (ask) for any help.
3.  She's tired of ___ (wait) for the bus every morning.
4.  Instead of ___ (complain), try to find a solution.
5.  They're excited about ___ (start) their new jobs.
6.  He apologised for ___ (forget) her birthday.
Exercise 3 - Forming the Perfect Gerund
1.  Despite ___ (already / finish) the report, she kept reviewing it.
2.  In spite of ___ (warn) them twice, he still made the mistake.
3.  She apologised for ___ (not / call) sooner.
4.  Despite ___ (never / visit) Rome before, he knew exactly where to go.
5.  He was proud of ___ (finish) the marathon in under four hours.
6.  In spite of ___ (study) all night, she still failed the test.
PART B - PERFECT GERUNDS
Exercise 4 - Simple vs Perfect Gerund
1.  Despite (reading / having read) the instructions carefully first, he still made a mistake later.
2.  She's good at (solving / having solved) puzzles quickly.
3.  Despite (having already eaten / eating) dinner an hour earlier, he ordered dessert.
4.  He's interested in (learning / having learned) to play the piano.
5.  In spite of (having lost / losing) last month's final, they still qualified for the next round.
6.  They're thinking about (moving / having moved) abroad next year.
Exercise 5 - Despite / In Spite Of + Gerund
1.  Despite ___ (work) hard all semester, he was still nervous about the exam.
2.  In spite of ___ (have) very little time, she finished the project early.
3.  Despite ___ (already / apologise), he still felt guilty.
4.  In spite of ___ (not / sleep) well, she performed brilliantly at the interview.
5.  Despite ___ (warn) about the risks, they went ahead with the plan.
6.  In spite of ___ (train) for months, he didn't win the race.
Exercise 6 - Error Correction
1.  Despite to studying hard, she failed.
2.  He left without say goodbye.
3.  Despite having reading the book, she watched the film anyway.
4.  She's interested in learn French.
5.  In spite of he lost the match, he stayed positive.
6.  Despite having finish early, he double-checked everything.
REVIEW
Exercise 7 - Mixed Review
1.  Despite ___ (feel) exhausted, she finished the race.
2.  He's good at ___ (explain) difficult ideas simply.
3.  In spite of ___ (already / warn) once, he ignored the advice again.
4.  She left the meeting without ___ (say) a word.
5.  Despite ___ (never / try) sushi before, he loved it immediately.
6.  They succeeded in spite of ___ (have) very little support.
VOCABULARY
Exercise 8 - Vocabulary in Context
Word bank: gerund, perfect gerund, preposition, sequence, emphasise, completed, despite, formal.
1.  'Reading' is a _____ in "I enjoy reading."
2.  "Despite having read the book" uses a _____.
3.  'Despite' is a _____ here, not a conjunction.
4.  The perfect gerund makes the _____ of events clear.
5.  The perfect gerund _____ that the action was already finished.
6.  The perfect gerund refers to a _____ action.
7.  _____ the rain, they went for a walk.
8.  The perfect gerund sounds a little more _____ than the simple gerund.
