GRAMMAR ESSENTIALS - BLOCK 5
Reported Speech: Tense & Modal Backshift
Homework - Grammar Essentials Series
Name: __________________________	Date: ____________________
PART A - TENSE BACKSHIFT
Exercise 1 - Reporting Statements
1.  "I am tired," she said. -> She said ___.
2.  "We live in Dublin," they said. -> They said ___.
3.  "I have finished my homework," he said. -> He said ___.
4.  "I saw that film last week," she said. -> She said ___.
5.  "I am studying for my exams," he said. -> He said ___.
6.  "We have never been to Spain," they said. -> They said ___.
Exercise 2 - Choosing the Right Backshifted Tense
1.  "I work in Cork," he said. -> He said he ___ (work) in Cork.
2.  "I am waiting for the bus," she said. -> She said she ___ (wait) for the bus.
3.  "I have already eaten," he said. -> He said he ___ (already / eat).
4.  "I went to the shop," she said. -> She said she ___ (go) to the shop.
5.  "I was reading when you called," he said. -> He said he ___ (read) when I called.
6.  "I had left before they arrived," she said. -> She said she ___ (leave) before they arrived.
Exercise 3 - Time & Place Words
1.  "I'll see you tomorrow," she said. -> She said she would see me ___.
2.  "I'm meeting him here," he said. -> He said he was meeting him ___.
3.  "I bought this yesterday," she said. -> She said she had bought it ___.
4.  "We're leaving today," they said. -> They said they were leaving ___.
5.  "I saw her last week," he said. -> He said he had seen her ___.
6.  "I live here now," she said. -> She said she lived ___.
PART B - MODAL BACKSHIFT
Exercise 4 - Modal Backshift
1.  "I can help you," he said. -> He said he ___ help me.
2.  "She will call later," I said. -> I said she ___ call later.
3.  "It may rain tomorrow," he said. -> He said it ___ rain the next day.
4.  "I must finish this today," she said. -> She said she ___ finish it that day.
5.  "We can't come to the party," they said. -> They said they ___ come to the party.
6.  "I will definitely try," he said. -> He said he ___ definitely try.
Exercise 5 - Modals That Don't Change
1.  "I could help tomorrow," she said. -> She said she ___ help the next day. (could / would)
2.  "You should see a doctor," he said. -> He said I ___ see a doctor. (should / would)
3.  "It might snow," she said. -> She said it ___ snow. (might / could)
4.  "I used to live in Dublin," he said. -> He said he ___ live in Dublin. (used to / would)
5.  "He must be at work by now," I said. -> I said he ___ be at work by then. (must / had to)
6.  "I would help if I could," she said. -> She said she ___ help if she could. (would / will)
Exercise 6 - Error Correction
1.  He said he will call me tomorrow.
2.  She said she works in Galway.
3.  They said they are leaving today.
4.  He said he can swim very well.
5.  I said I would help her, but she said she can manage alone.
6.  She said she must leave immediately (talking about an earlier obligation).
REVIEW
Exercise 7 - Mixed Review
1.  "I am going to the gym," she said. -> ___
2.  "We will arrive at noon," they said. -> ___
3.  "I have lost my keys," he said. -> ___
4.  "I can't remember his name," she said. -> ___
5.  "I saw him yesterday," he said. -> ___
6.  "I must call my mother today," she said. -> ___
VOCABULARY
Exercise 8 - Vocabulary in Context
Word bank: backshift, reporting verb, modal verb, obligation, deduction, universal truth, indirect speech, shift.
1.  _____ changes 'is' to 'was' in reported speech.
2.  'Said' and 'told' are common _____.
3.  _____ like 'can' and 'will' also backshift.
4.  'Must' expresses _____ in "I must leave now."
5.  "He must be tired" is a _____, not an obligation.
6.  "The sun rises in the east" is a _____, so it doesn't backshift.
7.  _____ doesn't use quotation marks.
8.  The verb _____ from present to past when you report it.
